
Professional garden equipment business Jo Beau 

is known for its compact and effective machines, 

including wood chippers, stump grinders and scarifiers. 

Originally established in Belgium to repair and sell 

garden devices, Jo Beau began manufacturing its own 

machines in 1992 with its first characteristic yellow 

mobile wood chipper launching in 1998. The company 

now supplies its specialist garden machinery to 

professional customers around the world.

As part of its product development, Jo Beau identified 

the need for a compact and powerful woodchipper 

powered by a more environmental-friendly diesel-

alternative engine. The machine needed to be small 

enough to fit through doorways, while powerful enough 

to process branches with a diameter of around 18 cm.

The Belgian equipment company was already familiar 

with Briggs & Stratton and its commercial brand 

Vanguard. Already impressed with its outstanding 

customer support and high quality, the decision 

to extend the partnership was easy. Christophe 

Beauprez, Managing Director at Jo Beau said, “About 

three years ago, we started designing a new stump 

grinder with a 37 horsepower Vanguard engine. Since 

the brand had given us good results in the past, 

it seemed logical to choose Vanguard again. Why 

change a winning team?”

Jo Beau selected the powerful Vanguard 29.9 Gross 

kW* (40.0 Gross HP*) V-Twin horizontal shaft engine 

with EFI/ETC technology to integrate into the wood 

chipper. This Vanguard BIG BLOCK engine includes

THE PERFECT DIESEL ALTERNATIVE 
Jo Beau®incorporated Briggs & Stratton’s Vanguard® 

V-TWIN EFI/ETC 29.9 Gross kW* (40 HP) BIG BLOCK™ engine 
to develop a powerful wood chipper - small enough to fit through doors! 

* Power levels are stated gross kilowatts per SAE J1940 as rated by Briggs & Stratton.



Jo Beau and Briggs & Stratton worked 

collaboratively, with specialist engineers from 

Briggs & Stratton’s German Power Application 

Center Europe (PACE) taking a crucial role to help 

seamlessly incorporate the engine into the new 

application. This partnership not only ensured 

optimal performance but quick and efficient 

development timelines, substantially reducing 

engineering efforts and expenses.

The resulting Jo Beau®M600 GORILLA™ wood 

chipper, featuring the Vanguard 29.9 Gross kW 

BIG BLOCK engine, is only 31.5" wide and easily 

processes branches with a diameter of around 

17" into small usable wood chips. This unique 

combination allows users to reach virtually any 

job due to its compact dimensions, while still 

processing large diameters of wood. The machine 

also combines Jo Beau® drum technology™ with an 

indestructible feed roller and no-stress system for 

the first time, which feeds in the branches, including 

greens, at the pace of the engine. 

“WHEN COMBINED WITH 
ELECTRONIC THROTTLE CONTROL 
(ETC) TECHNOLOGY, VANGUARD 
EFI ENGINES CAN PRODUCE THE 
REQUIRED TORQUE, ALONG WITH 
OPTIMIZED LOAD ACCEPTANCE, 
MAKING IT THE PERFECT 
ALTERNATIVE TO DIESEL.
 
Patrick Limberg
Director Sales Commercial Engines EMEA 
Briggs & Stratton

electronic fuel injection (EFI) technology which utilizes 

the Engine Control Module (ECM) to tune every single 

operating point unique to the engine. It takes in all 

signals from the engine sensors to make cycle-by-

cycle decisions on how much fuel and spark to provide 

the engine and when. This in turn means improved 

starting at all temperatures, smooth performance at 

all elevations, quick load acceptance and reduced fuel 

consumption, which makes the Vanguard BIG BLOCK 

the perfect fit for this powerful but compact application.

Patrick Limberg, Director Sales Commercial Engines 

EMEA at Briggs & Stratton noted, "When combined with 

Electronic throttle control (ETC) technology, Vanguard 

EFI engines can produce the required torque, along 

with optimized load acceptance, making it the perfect 

alternative to diesel. When it comes to seasonal 

equipment like wood chippers that may sit idle during 

the winter, EFI engines work well thanks to their high 

tolerance for stale fuel. This reduces the need for 

related maintenance or repairs due to fuel degradation 

or gumming.”

”



Vanguard EFI gas engines deliver multiple benefits, 

including consistent power output, enhanced fuel 

efficiency, automatic altitude adjustments, lower 

emissions and reduced maintenance needs. The 

advanced diagnostics of Vanguard’s commercial 

engines also allow for laptop-based engine analysis, 

simplifying issue identification without the need for 

disassembly, thereby reducing downtime and repair 

costs. This technological advantage significantly 

enhances equipment uptime, boosts productivity, and 

lowers the total cost of ownership (TCO) for Jo Beau’s 

M600 GORILLA.

Christophe Beauprez, Managing Director at Jo Beau 

continued, “We introduced the M600 Gorilla at a 

show, and many people asked why we don't use 

a diesel engine since it's a larger machine. Our 

machines are very compact and designed to fit 

through doorways, which is a big advantage. Vanguard 

is the go-to solution for commercial gas engines that 

deliver as much power as diesel engines with smaller 

dimensions and better ecological values. Vanguard 

provided us with the perfect alternative and aligns 

exactly with the Jo Beau philosophy.”

“VANGUARD IS THE GO-TO SOLUTION 
FOR COMMERCIAL GAS ENGINES 
THAT DELIVER AS MUCH POWER AS 
DIESEL ENGINES WITH SMALLER 
DIMENSIONS AND BETTER 
ECOLOGICAL VALUES. 

Christophe Beauprez
Managing Director
Jo Beau ”

VANGUARD V-TWIN  
EFI/ETC GAS ENGINE  
29.9 GROSS KW*  
(40.0 GROSS HP*)

  * Power levels are stated gross kilowatts per SAE J1940 as rated by Briggs & Stratton.
**  See operator's manual or dealer for complete warranty details.

MODEL NUMBER 61G2 

GROSS POWER KW (HP) 29.9* 
@ 3,600 RPM: (40.0*)  

DISPLACEMENT (CC) 993

CYLINDER Cast iron sleeve

OIL CAPACITY (OZ) 77.77

DRY WEIGHT (LBS) 125

DIMENSIONS 14.92 x 19.43 x 28.54 
L X W X H (IN)

FEATURES EFI/ETC, oil filter, cyclonic air 
  cleaner, full pressure lubrication, 
 oil cooler, oil pressure switch, 
 CANJ1939 communications, 
 OEM selectable speed.

OPTIONAL Flywheel stub shaft, tach/hour 
 meter with check engine light, 
 alternators (20, 20-50 amp),  
 high and mid mounted mufflers,  
 flat panel air cleaner 

**
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ABOUT BRIGGS & STRATTON
Briggs & Stratton, headquartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, provides innovative products and diverse power solutions to help 
people get work done. Briggs & Stratton is the world’s largest producer of engines for lawn and garden, turf care and job site power 
equipment and is a leading designer, manufacturer and marketer of lithium-ion batteries, standby generators and energy storage 
systems through its Briggs & Stratton®, Vanguard®, Ferris®, Simplicity®, Snapper®, Billy Goat®, Allmand®, Branco® and Victa® brands. 
Briggs & Stratton products are designed, manufactured, marketed and serviced in over 100 countries on six continents.

ABOUT JO BEAU
Established in Belgium by its founder Jozef Beauprez, Jo Beau develops and manufactures compact and professional garden 
equipment, including wood chippers, stump grinders and scarifiers. Jozef began in 1989 as an independent business man in 
Bruges repairing and selling garden devices.  By 1992 he was developing his own creations, including a universal collecting system 
for mini tractors, dump boxes for tracked vehicles, scarifiers, and more. In 1998 the first of Jo Beau’s recognisable yellow mobile 
wood chippers was launched and the company was born.

Today, the Jo Beau philosophy remains, so that almost every machine can be personalized with custom-made options to ensure 
the best results for customers. https://www.jobeau.eu/en

CONTACT US NOW 
TO FIND OUT HOW VANGUARD CAN HELP  
YOU POWER YOUR EQUIPMENT

Find out more about Vanguard on: www.vanguardpower.com 

For more news and updates, follow us on LinkedIn:  

www.linkedin.com/company/vanguard-commercial-power/

https://www.jobeau.eu/en
https://www.vanguardpower.com/na/en_us/home.html
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vanguard-commercial-power/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true

